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Maher Nasser, Director of the Outreach Division for the United Nations Department of Global 
Communications. He served as the Commissioner-General of the United Nations at Expo 2020 in 
Dubai.  Mr. Nasser has over 31 years of work experience in the United Nations System. In the last 
seven years, Mr. Nasser was appointed three times as Acting Under-Secretary-General in charge 
of the Department of Global Communications (April to August 2012, August 2014 to February 2015, 
and most recently as Acting Under-Secretary-  General for Global Communications from 1 April to 
31 August 2017).  Mr. Nasser to his current posting, he has worked in various capacities with the 
UN Department of Global Communications, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), UN Office on Drugs and Crimes (UNODC) in Vienna, Cairo, Amman, 
Jerusalem and Gaza. In February 2019, United Nations Secretary-General designated Mr. Nasser 

as Commissioner-General for United Nations’ Participation in Expo 2020 in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. Maher Nasser holds 
a B.Sc. in Civil Engineering from Bir Zeit University in Palestine and a Postgraduate Diploma in Business Administration from 
the University of Warwick in the UK. He joined Columbia University’s School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA) as a 
visiting Scholar while on Sabbatical Leave from the United Nations between January and May 2018. He is married with three 
children. An occasional runner, he completed the New York City Marathon in 2015, 2016 and 2017.  Twitter: @MaherNasserUN, 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/mynetwork/ 
 
 

Dr. Chantal Line Carpentier, Chief of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD) New York Office of the UN Secretary-General. Dr. Carpentier 
coordinates UNCTAD’s input into the Financing for Sustainable Development, Science, Technology 
and Innovation, and monitors progress on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) processes. She 
is particularly interested in the role of micro, small and medium enterprise (MSMEs), 
entrepreneurship and gender equality in achieving a green, resilient, inclusive and connected 
economic system. Prior to 2014, as Major Groups Coordinator for the United Nations Department of 
wEconomic and Social Affairs (UNDESA) Division for Sustainable Development, she facilitated the 
engagement of and consultation with worldwide non-State actors (NGOs, women’s groups, business 
and industry, etc.) in the SDGs negotiations and the United Nations Rio+20 Conference. As 
Sustainable Development Officer for UNDESA (2007-2010), she served as focal point for food 

security and sustainable agriculture as well as sustainable consumption and production (SCP) where she successfully supported 
the negotiations of the 10 Year Framework of Program on SCP, now SDG12. Prior to joining the United Nations, she worked as 
Head, Environment, Economy and Trade Division of the North American Free Trade Agreement Commission for Environmental 
Cooperation (2000-2007), as policy analyst for the Wallace Institute for Alternative Agriculture (1998-2000) and as postdoctoral 
fellow for the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) in the Brazilian Amazon (1996-1998).  She is a World Academy 
of Art and Science Fellow, was chosen for the Ideagen 2016 and 2020 “100 Individuals and Organization empowering women 
and girl”, is a 2006 Yale World Fellow and a United Nations Environment Programme Who’s Who’s of Women and the 
Environment. She has co-authored a book on Ethical Investing and regularly publishes journal articles, book chapters and 
Secretary-General reports. Dr. Carpentier obtained her PhD. in Agricultural and Environmental Economics from Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State University, as well as both her MSc. and BSc. in Agriculture Economics from McGill University. 
Born in Canada, Dr. Carpentier is fluent in English, French, Spanish, Portuguese and possess a strong knowledge of Mandarin. 
She competes in ultramarathon, ironmen and is second dan black belt. 
 
 

Douglas Ragan, Chief and Unit Leader for Youth and Livelihoods for UN-Habitat, Nairobi, 
Kenya. Doug has worked in youth development with NGOs, local and national governments and the 
United Nations for the past 25 years. Currently he is the Unit Leader for Youth and Livelihoods for 
UN-Habitat, managing UN-Habitat’s Global portfolio on youth development in over 75 developing 
countries. The programmes focus on urban youth development, including youth employment, 
governance and participation. He manages three flagship youth programmes for UN-Habitat: the 
Urban Youth Fund, Youth 21 initiative and the One Stop Youth Resource Centres. Doug has 
authored and co-authored a number of research and policy publications on urban youth issues faced 
by marginalized young people in Africa, Asia, the Middle East and Latin America. Doug holds a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Latin American Studies, a Master’s Degree in Management for the Voluntary 

Sector and is currently working undertaking a PhD in urban planning, with a focus on youth-led organizations in slums.  In his 
previous role as director for the Environmental Youth Alliance from 1991 – 2007, Doug worked with marginalized communities 
globally such as aboriginal, immigrant and refugee and street youth to develop livelihood programmes. Douglas has also 
coordinated multi-year programs such as the Growing up in Cities (Canada) program (2003-2005), Youth Action Effecting 
Change (2002-2004), the Youth Community Asset Mapping Program (2002-2004) and Get Out! Olympic Youth Legacy program 
(2005).  
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Mr. Oli Henman, is an Organizing Partner of the NGO Major Group and the Global 
Coordinator of Action for Sustainable Development. Oli leads the global advocacy and 
engagement with multilateral bodies such as the UN and other international institutions. He has 
considerable experience of working with civil society participation and governance in South 
America, Europe and around the world. In his previous role at CIVICUS he led key advocacy 
on the SDG negotiations, including leading roles in the ‘Sustainable Development 2015’ and 
Action/2015 projects, and he contributed regularly to policy developments on citizen 
participation in the UN and EU decision-making. Prior to CIVICUS, he was Head of Partnerships 
& International at the National Council for Voluntary Organisations (UK); he was also a co-
drafter of the Council of Europe's ‘Code of Good Practice on Civil Participation’. He is half-

Brazilian and started his career working on participatory budgeting in the cities and rainforests of Brazil. 
 
 

Joanna Masic is the Global Lead for the Sustainable City Infrastructure and Services for 
the World Bank’s Urban, Disaster Risk Management, Resilience,and Land Global 
Practice. She is Lead Urban Specialist, Cities and Climate change in the Europe and Central 
Asia Region, based in Brussels. Ms. Masic is an Environmental Scientist and Geographer with 
over 20 years’ experience managing sustainable city infrastructure lending, grants and advisory 
services across Asia and Europe. She holds an MSc in Environmental Epidemiology and Policy 
from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and an MA in Environmental Science 
and Geography from the University of Dundee, UK. She is a Chartered Scientist (UK Science 
Council) and Chartered Water and Environment Manager (UK Chartered Institute of Water and 
Environment Management). 

 
 

Dr. Timea Ignat, Chief Scientific Officer at Neolithics, Israel.  After having studied Food 
Process Engineering at the Szent Istvan University, Hungary, she obtained in 2012 PhD in 
Food Science at the Corvinus University of Budapest, Hungary. Afterward she was accepted 
for a postdoctoral fellowship at the Volcani Institute, Agricultural Research Organization, Israel, 
where she specialized primary in fresh produce non-destructive quality determination by means 
of sensor and data fusion and machine learning algorithms. She established a new quality index 
by data fusion of different chemical, textural, and visual attributes of the fresh produce. She 
developed a non-linear machine learning algorithm based on spectroscopy and proximal 
sensing for optimal harvest time determination. A number of research outcomes have already 
been implemented, for example the date quality measurement system at Eshet Eilon Advanced 

Grading & Packing Technologies. She was granted a second postdoctoral fellowship in the Remote Sensing Laboratory 
at the Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, where she worked on proximal and remote sensing data acquisition, image 
processing, and machine learning algorithms. She was responsible for managing a multispectral and thermal imaging-
based algorithm development for agricultural crop quality detection. She recently established and implemented a novel 
spectral vegetation index to detect vegetation stress. Presently she is responsible for the research and development of 
hyperspectral imaging systems for fresh produce quality determination at Neolithics. Her publications and related works 
can be found at https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=J0k3_XMAAAAJ&hl=en. 
 
 

Helen Holden Slottje, Esq., Slottje Law, and the 2014 Goldman Environmental Prize 
Winner for North America.  Helen was awarded the Goldman Environmental Prize for her 
pioneering legal work that successfully defended New York communities from environmentally 
destructive fracking (high-impact industrialized extraction of natural gas from solid rock). In the 
face of a state statute that prohibited local regulation of the oil and gas industry, and a state-
wide regulatory agency with the mission of promoting the oil and gas industry, Helen was 
undaunted. She developed an innovative strategy that employed constitutionally protected local 
land use planning powers to prohibit fracking. With the help of her husband David, Helen worked 
tirelessly to ensure that communities could refuse to host fossil fuel extraction through enacting 
local laws. With the Slottjes’ help, over 150 communities across the state organized and passed 

local measures to stop fracking. These local laws faced heavy opposition and ultimately litigation from powerful entrenched 
interests that sought to have the laws declared unenforceable. In a major victory for the people, the New York courts 
upheld these local fracking bans. Ultimately this community-based resistance led to an unprecedented state-wide ban on 
fracking, a true David and Goliath victory. Helen continues to bring her unique insights and legal advice to purpose driven 
businesses that seek to incorporate sustainable development goals into their culture. Helen is an Honorary Advisor of the 
NGOCSD-NY and as a member of the Urban Cluster. .   
https://www.goldmanprize.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/2015_HelenSlottje_ouroboros.jpg 
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Dr. Eugénie L. Birch, FAICP, RTPI (Hon), Co-Director of Penn Institute for Urban Research 
and President of the General Assembly of Partners. Dr. Birch holds the Nussdorf Chair for 
Urban Research, School of Design, University of Pennsylvania where she chairs the Graduate 
Group in City and Regional Planning. Founding co-director, Penn Institute for Urban Research, 
she is also co-editor of Penn Press’s The City in the 21st Century series and co-editor of SSRN 
Urban ejournal. Dr. Birch’s most recent publications include Slums: How the Informal Real 
Estate Markets Work (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2016) and “A Midterm Report: Will 
Habitat III Make a Difference to the World's Urban Development?” Journal of the American 
Planning Association (82:4 2016 398-411) In New York City, Dr. Birch has served as a member 
of the New York City Planning Commission, and on the jury to select the designers for the World 

Trade Center site. She has also served as a member of the US delegation to Habitat III. Dr. Birch, who lives in New York 
City, holds a PhD and Master degree in Urban Planning from Columbia University.  She serves as a member of  the Urban 
Cluster.  
 
 

David Michael Terungwa, PhD Candidate; Environmental Management, Executive 
Director of Global Initiative for Food Security and Ecosystem Preservation, based in 
Nigeria and the Africa Regional Coordinator for Citizens Climate International. He is a 
member of the Resilient 40 a group of 40 Climate Resilient youth in Africa by Wilton Park, 
Foreign, commonwealth and development office. Head mitigation and Energy; Nigerian Civil 
Society platform on the Paris Agreement, A Crans Montana Fellow and Atlantic Dialogues 
Emerging Leaders with the Policy for the New South Morroco.  Driven from deeply held 
conviction, with his personal mantra “Thou shall not pollute the Earth”, he applies a degree in 
Agricultural Engineering with a specialization in Soil and Water Management and two post 
graduate degrees in Renewable energy and Masters in Environmental Planning and Protection. 
David believes in helping people, young and old to help themselves, empowering them to build 

Climate Resilience at community level. He is an advocate of climate justice, equity and climate income. David is the lead 
author of the book; Understanding Climate Change a Guide for Secondary Schools in Nigeria. David is an Executive 
Board member of NGO Committee on Sustainable Development-NY and a member NGO Major Group Urban Cluster for 
the UN High Level Political Forum. David is an Alumni of Cambridge Institute of Sustainable Leadership Network. He is a 
husband and a father of two. .A serves as a member of the NGOCSD-NY Executive Board and on the Urban Cluster.  
 
 

 
Katherine Kline, Co-Chair of the General Assembly of Partners (GAP) Older Persons 
Partner Constituent Group.  Katherine is a former diplomat, arts administrator, adult ESL 
teacher and documentary producer and distributor, has worked for over 40 years with and for 
international organizations. She has been on numerous non-profit boards including UNA-NY 
and as part of the Executive Committee of the NGO Committee on Ageing, New York., she has 
brought issues of global ageing to the Habitat Civil Society Working Group, to the NGO Major 
Group’s Urban Cluster and as one of the UN volunteer representatives of INPEA (International 
Network for the Protection of Elder Abuse). Currently she is GAP’s Recording Secretary. Her 
passion has been promoting the World Health Organization’s Age-friendly Cities & 
Communities global initiative particularly through GAP and UN-Habitat. Dr. Kline advocates on 

behalf of older persons in all aspects of their lives.  Katherine Kline holds a Ph.D. in Organizational Change from Union 
Institute and a B.A. in international studies from American University’s School of International Service. She serves as 
Secretary on the NGOCSD-NY Executive Board and as a member of the Urban Cluster.  
 
 

Mary Muia, Soroptimist International UN Representative, UNEA Nairobi. Kenya Public 
Health & Social Entrepreneur. Mary is a 2019 Evolution Business Council (EB)C Membership 
Award nominee as an emerging global leader and is the first EBC member in Africa. She lives 
in Nairobi, Kenya East Africa region. Mary is passionate about environment, climate change, 
gender equality, food security, water and sanitation. She champions for rights and access to 
adolescents and youth reproductive health, family planning, maternal neonatal child health and 
access to basic services and livelihoods for women and girls living in informal settlements and 
rural settings. Mary is a founder director of WEMA, a community-based organization working to 
transform the lives of adolescent girls and young women to access education, prevent gender-
based violence, early child marriages, teenage pregnancies, female genital mutilation (FGM), 

and other harmful practices through social entrepreneurship and economic resiliency initiatives. My vision is to influence 
as a speaker, trainer, and coach in leadership as a tool to empower those working with girls and young women in 
vulnerable environments in Africa. A Soroptimist, wife and a mother, Mary is the Immediate past Chair and President who 
helped bring Soroptimist International Africa Federation (SIAF) to its inauguration in June 2020, following many years of 
its formation journey. Mary was recently appointed to serve as a director for Soroptimist International (SI) Board starting 
January 2021.and serves as a Vice Chair of the NGOCSD-NY Executive Board and on the Urban Cluster. . . 
 



 
 
 
 

Theodore Liebman, FAIA, a Principal at Perkins Eastman, a global architectural firm, a 
Board Member and Vice President, Consortium for Sustainable Urbanization (CSU). A 
member of the NGOCSD-NY Executive Board and the NGO Major Group Urban Cluster, 
member of the General  Assembly of Partners and Senior Fellow, Global Urban Development 
(GUD). His work concentrates on issues of housing, lifestyle, and culture in the urban 
environment and a comprehensive view of long-term sustainability that challenges the limits of 
density in urban communities. Liebman was Chief of Architecture - NY State Urban 
Development Corporation 1970-75. In 1975-77, posted in Iran with the Harvard Institute for 
International Development (HIID), Architecture and Urban Design Advisor.  In 1995-96, Mr. 
Liebman was the Land Development Manager for the World Bank funded Russian Federation 

Housing Project in Russia.  Past president of the NY Chapter of the AIA, Recipient of the Andrew J. Thomas Pioneer in 
Housing Award. In 2005, he received the Ratensky Lecture, Liebman received B. Arch. from Pratt Institute, M. Arch. from 
Harvard University, GSD, Rome Prize Fellowship in Architecture. In 1970-71, awarded the Wheelwright Travelling 
Fellowship in Architecture from Harvard to Study “Criteria for Housing at High Densities”.  Attended UN Habitat I, II, III 
and WUF 9, 10. Adjunct Professor of Affordable Housing at NYU. Lectured and served on architectural juries in the United 
States, Europe, Asia, Africa and South America. Liebman engages in dialogue with governments, investors, developers, 
and students to shape the environment and sustain cities. 
 
 

 
Dr. Andrise Bass, BSCJ, MBA, Ph.D President and Founder of Humanitarian Focus 
Foundation, Vice President of ASPAFrique and a Mentor/Leader at Al Gore’s Climate 
Reality Project. Dr. Bass is a Transformational Strategist Coach, Entrepreneur, and 
Philanthropist with over 28 years of experience in the business industry. She has been a 
community organizer, for grassroots movements, an author, a keynote speaker, a business 
entrepreneur for business start-ups and a business strategist for non-profits. Her passion is 
helping men and women become leaders in their communities. Over the past 11 years, she has 
trained and mentored thousands of corporate professionals and entrepreneurs from diverse 
backgrounds and varied industries across the globe. Every day, she looks forward to helping 
her clients transform their lives, so they can create wealth and have a long-lastng sustainable 

legacy. In 2011, she was honored as a social ambassador for her humanitarian work and her positive fight on social justice 
in Haiti. .She has a Bachelor in criminal justice, MBA in Organizational Psychology and Ph.D. in public policy and 
administration. Working with Al Gore she is a Mentor/Leader at Climate Reality Project and Vice President of ASPAFrique 
a non-profit. As President and Founder of Humanitarian Focus Foundation she is continuously working to support 
education, poverty alleviation, human rights, climate action, and sustainable development. Dr. Bass’ goal is to educate 
women to become leaders in being of serve to their communities. Andrise serves as a Vice Chair of the NGOCSD-NY 
Executive Board and as a member of the Urban Cluster.  .  
 
 
 

Dr. Anna Rubbo, LFRAIA,  Senior Scholar, Center for Sustainable Urban Development 
(CSUD), The Earth Institute, Columbia University. Dr. Rubbo, B.Arch.(U-Melbourne), D. Arch 
(U- Michigan) joined  the Center for Sustainable  Urban Development in the Earth Institute, 
Columbia University in 2012. Prior to this she was Associate Professor in Architecture at the 
University of Sydney. A member of the UN Millennium Project Task Force on Improving the 
Lives of Slum Dwellers (2002-04), she went on to lead  Global Studio, a think- and do-tank to 
assist urban professionals work more effectively with the urban poor. Between 2005-12, over 
600  students, academics and professionals from 66 universities (30 countries) attended Global 
Studio, offered in Istanbul, Vancouver, Johannesburg, and Bhopal. In 2012 Rubbo 
initiated People Building Better Cities, an exhibition shown in 18 cities and 10 countries from 

2013-15, including at WUF Medellin and the Union of International Architects (UIA) congress in Durban. Currently, she is 
completing a three stage project, Accelerating the SDGs . Stage 2 , the Local Project Challenge, profiles 110 projects 
from 39 countries that address the SDGs.  Launched in 2019 at Columbia University’s Urban Thinkers Campus 
‘Accelerating the SDGs in Cities’, over 7000 votes were received for the People’s Choice award, announced at WUF10 
in Abu Dhabi.  Publications cover design education, women in development, housing, and architect Marion Mahony Griffin. 
A Life Fellow of the Australian Institute of Architects  since 2010, recognition includes: UIA Vassilis Sgoutas Prize mention 
for humanitarian work in education (2104); Australian National Education Award (2011); University of Washington 
Skandalaris Award for Entrepreneurship in Design (2009)  and the Marion Mahony Griffin Prize (2006). Anna serves as a 
member of the Urban Cluster.  
 
 

“Turn Your Passions into Actions for Change”    
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http://www.theglobalstudio.com/
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https://www.sydney.edu.au/news/84.html?newsstoryid=4202
https://repository.architecture.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/MMG-PW-Final-v11_Page-Spread.pdf
http://www.ngocsd-ny.org/


 
 
 

Steven Aiello, Founder and Director of Debate for Peace in Israel. Dedicated to Building 
Cultures of Peace - Steven, is an educator and conflict resolution specialist based in Tel Aviv. 
Steven has been leading Jewish-Arab MUN programs since 2011. He founded Debate for 
Peace in 2016 and has run over 20 MUN conferences and led 10 international delegations, 
engaging more than 2,000 students from nearly 100 cities and towns. Steven is an Honorary 
Advisor for the NGO Committee on Sustainable Development-NY, Project Officer and Dialogue 
Expert at Asfar, Head of the Model UN Program at the Academy for Young Diplomats (Petah 
Tiqva, Israel). He was founding co-Editor of the WIIS Israel Middle East Review, and the first 
Middle East Desk chief for Wikistrat. Steven has been a panelist at the UN, European 
Parliament, and Almedalen Week as a guest of the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs. His 

writing has appeared in the Iran Human Rights Review, Georgetown University’s Berkley Center for Religion, Peace and 
& World Affairs, the Center for Islamic Pluralism, and Jurist.org, the Jerusalem Post, Diplomacy.co.il, and the Times of 
Israel.  Steven has a BA in Economics (NYU), MA in Diplomacy and Conflict Studies (IDC). He has also spent years 
studying Judaic and Islamic studies and co-founded the Jewish-Muslim study group at Tel Aviv University. Some of his 
work is available on the SSRN, where he ranks among the top 10% of authors. Jewish and Italian-American, Steven is 
originally from Brooklyn. He speaks English, Hebrew and Arabic. Steven serves as member of the NGOCSD-NY Executive 
Board and on the Urban Cluster.  
 
 
 

Jeffery Huffines, Senior Advisor of the Coalition for the UN We Need and Together First. 
Since 2017 the civil society-led UN2020 initiative had facilitated discussions with member states, 
UN officials and civil society advocates on the need for a robust, well prepared 75th anniversary 
commemoration for the UN in 2020, one that includes a meaningful process of stocktaking, 
review and strengthening of the organization. In December 2020, the UN2020 campaign was 
renamed the Coalition for the UN We Need. Together First is a network of individuals, civil 
society organizations, practitioners, parliamentarians, business leaders and activists from all 
regions of the world committed to fair, open and inclusive solutions to improve global 
governance. Jeffery had previously represented CIVICUS as UN Representative (NY), where 
he was an organizing partner of the UN DESA NGO Major Group (2011-2016) responsible for 

guiding multi-stakeholder engagement of NGOs in the lead up to Rio+20 through the adoption of the 2030 Agenda. He 
was Chair of the 65th UN DPI/NGO Conference, “2015 and Beyond: Our Action Agenda”, UN HQ NY, 27-29 August 2014. 
He was also Chair of the NGO/DPI Executive Committee (2007-2011), helping to organize the annual UN DPI/NGO 
Conferences hosted abroad in Paris (2008), Mexico City (2009), Melbourne (2010) and Bonn (2011). Jeffery was 
previously UN Representative (NY) for the U.S. Baha'i Community (1996-2009) where he led a number of NGO initiatives 
as Co-Chair of the Faith and Ethics Network for the International Criminal Court (FENICC); Chair of the UN 
Association/USA’s New York Council of Organizations; President of the Committee of Religious NGOs; and co-founder 
of the Tripartite Forum on International Cooperation for Peace. 
 
 

Aaron Etra, Chair, of UNA-USA Council of Organizations.  Aaron holds a J.D. degree from 
Columbia University, a LL.M. from New York University and a B.A. from Yale University. He was 
a founding Lecturer on Law at the Institute of Public Administration and Member of the Senate 
of the University of Malawi. His public service activities include having been Membre de Cabinet 
of the Director-General of the International Labor Organization, founding Chair of the African 
Affairs Committee and a member of the Middle East and North Africa and  UN  Committees of 
the Association of the Bar of the City of New York, Vice-Chair of the United Nations NGO/DPI 
Executive Committee, Vice-Chair of the Council on UN Affairs of B’nai B’rith International, an  
officer of the UN CoNGO Committees on Human Rights and on Sustainable Development, 
serving on the President’s Council of the Sea Research Foundation and the International Boards 

of Governors of the Technion-Israel Institute of Technology (which awarded him an Honorary Fellowship) and the Bezalel 
Academy of Arts & Design in Jerusalem.  He is Chair of the Executive Committee of the Council of Organizations, Co-
Chair of its UN75 Committee and a Member of the National Council of the United Nations Association of the U.S.A. (UNA-
USA), a Vice-President of the World Council of Peoples for the United Nations (WCPUN) and has been a Representative 
at the UN of the Mexican Academy of International Law (Academia Mexicana de Derecho Internacional), the WCPUN and 
the World Development Foundation. Aaron serves as a member of the NGOCSD-NY Executive Board and as a member 
on the Urban Cluster.  
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Margo LaZaro, President and Chair of the NGO Committee on Sustainable 
Development-NY.  Director of UN Relations for Global Family and Convener of the 
NGO Major Group Urban Cluster for the HLPF. Margo is a Coalition Partner of the 
Coalition for the UN We Need and she represents the Huairou Commission at the UN. She 
a proud to be a Charter Board member of the Soroptimist International Metro New York - 
SIMNY Chapter and a Climate Reality Project Leader.  She is a member of the Women’s 
Major Group for the UN High Level Political Forum.  Margo is a Designer and Artist with a 
career in Film, Theatre & TV production. In addition, she is an activist dedicated to 
supporting the causes related to the 17 UN Sustainable Development Goals. She has 
worked within the UN Community as a Chief Developer of meetings, conferences and 

Special Events with over thirty years of experience at the United Nations. She collaborates with all stakeholders in 
developing inclusive and impactful programs and projects. The NGOCSD-NY was proud to be a Partner of the UN 
Secretary General’s UN75 Anniversary Dialogues and the UN Friends of World Oceans Day/Month initiatives. Margo 
is mainly focused on connecting all areas of the 17 UN SDGs. She passionately champions SDG 17 on Building 
Partnerships and she believes in the NGOCSD-NY motto: "Turn Your Passions into Actions for Change.”. Margo 
brings entrepreneurs of all ages and the private sector into the United Nations discourse to foster investing in the 
SDG solutions to support the success of the UN2030 Sustainable Development Agenda, so we “Leave No One 
Behind.”. Recently, Margo was honored to receive the 2021 Volunteers of America Lifetime Achievement Award 
from United States President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. 
 

 
 
 

#### 
 
 
 

Our Partners: NGO Committee on Sustainable Development-NY, PVBLIC Foundation, Coalition for the UN 
We Need, Baha’i International Community, SDG Relief Fund, Neolithics, The Stimson Center, Together First, 
The NGO Major Group Urban Cluster, Global Family, Soroptimist International, Humanitarian Focus 
Foundation, Salvation Army International Social Justice Commission, Consortium for Sustainable 
Urbanization, Empower-a-Billion-Women(-EBW, Debate for Peace, Huairou Commission, General Assembly 
of Partners, Global Family for Love & Peace, ICW, GNEC, CoNGO, and UNA-USA Council of Organizations.  
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